Management of pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors.
Pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors account for 1% to 2% of pancreatic neoplasms and may occur sporadically or as part of a hereditary syndrome. Patients may present with symptoms related to hormone secretion by functional tumors or to locally advanced or metastatic nonfunctional tumors. Asymptomatic pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors are increasingly detected incidentally during abdominal imaging performed for other reasons. The management of localized pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors is surgical resection. Hepatic metastases are common and their management involves a variety of liver-directed therapies, which should be tailored according to extent of disease, symptoms, presence of extrahepatic metastases, and patient performance status.